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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NIAMEY 01296 181440Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO SNM-02 DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-Ol L-03 IOE-OO /061 W 

181525Z 109872/50 

P 181515Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6360 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

UNCLAS NIAMEY 1296 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, NG 

SUB J : NIGER LAWS PERTAINING TO POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . NIGER CLASSES MARIHUANA (CANNABIL) AMONG QUOTE 
POISONOUS SUBSTANCES AND DRUGS UNQUOTE PROHIBITED BY 
GON ORDINANCE 74-30 ISSUED NOVEMBER 6, 1974. PERSONS 
FOUND GUILTY OF IMPORTING, EXPORTING, BUYING, SELLING, 

POSSESSION, OR USE OF MARIHUANA IN NIGER MAY BE SENTENCED 
TO 5-10 YEARS PRISON AND/OR FINED 2,000-4,000 DOLLARS. 

2. IN PRACTICE, SEVERE PENALTIES OUTLINED ABOVE RESERVED 
FOR DRUG TRAFFICKERS. THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE ARRESTS FOR 
MARIHUANA TRAFFICKING SINCE JANUARY 1, 1977. FOREIGN 
NATIONALS CAUGHT TRAFFICKING OR IN POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA 
ARE FREQUENTLY EXPELLED FROM NIGER WITHOUT CRIMINAL PENALTIES 
INVOLVED PARA 1. ALTHOUGH SAME SEVERE PENALTIES ALSO POSSIBLE 
FOR PERSONAL CONSUMPTION OF MARIHUANA, ORDINANCE 74-30 
GIVES COURTS OPTION TO SEND INDIVIDUALS SO CONVICTED 

TO MEDICAL CENTERS FOR QUOTE DEINTOXIFICATION UNQUOTE. 

THERE HAVE BEEN NO RECORDED ARRESTS FOR POSSESSION/ 

PERSONAL CONSUMPTION SINCE ORDINANCE WAS PASSED 1974, 
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HOWEVER, IN SOME CASES FOREIGN NATIONALS HAVE BEEN 
EXPELLED. JAMES 
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